Evidence will debunk the Directoire archetype by demonstrating that the overall aesthetic of late-1790s dress is neither sheer nor monochrome. If more women are depicted with long sleeves until the end of Year 6 and the short-sleeved gown cinched below the bust reached half the fashionable women only by Year 7-the final year of the five year Directoire span-it is essential to go beyond stereotypes to understand fashion at this place and time of rapid social and political changes. This abundantly illustrated study will offer a different perspective and will bring greater nuance to address normative dress behaviors of this period of transition.
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